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Mn. ALFRED EMSON, consulting-surgeon to the Dorset
County Hospital, and one of the oldest practitioners in
Dorset, died on the 5th inst. under melancholy circum-
stances. In February last, whilst performing an operation
for cancer, Mr. Emson pricked his finger with one of his
instruments. Blood poisoning set in, and, after months of
suffering, death ensued from this cause. The deceased was
seventy years old. -

THE Cunard steamer Aurania, which arrived at Queenstown
on the 2nd inst. from New York, brought details of the arrival
at that city on the 22nd ult. of the Transatlantic liner Alesia
from Marseilles with 364 passengers, sixteen of whom were
then suffering from Asiatic cholera, eight others having died
on the voyage and been buried at sea.

ON the 29th ult. the death occurred of Mr. Samuel Berry.
The deceased, who retired from practice about five years
ago, was formerly surgeon to the Queen’s Hospital and Pro-
fessor of Midwifery in the Queen’s College, Birmingham.
Mr. Berry was at the time of his decease in his eightieth year.

SiB GEORGE MACLEOD, M.D., Surgeon in Ordinary to the
Queen in Scotland and Professor of Surgery in the University
of Glasgow, has been appointed to succeed the- late, Dr.

Fergus as Crown Representative for Scotland in the Medical
Council. The appointment has our hearty approval.

THE Banbury B Jard of Guardians have resolved not to do
their duty. By eighteen votes to ten they decided not to
enforce compulsory vaccination. Are boards of guardians
to make the laws of England? Or have they a discre-

tionary power of throwing them into abeyance ?

IN the Chancery Division, on the 5th inst., Mr. Justice
Charles declined to grant an injunction restraining the
Sheffield Corporation from erecting a small-pox convalescent
hospital on some land situate near Totley Rise, Derbyshire, ’,
about five miles from Sheffield. ’,

THE Lord Mayor for next year, Mr. Alderman Polydore
De Keyser, is the grandson of a distinguished surgeon, and was
himself intended for the same profession, an arrangement
which was, however, set aside by the death of his brother in
1850. 

___

THE death is announced of Dr. Lazarus Wittmann, privat
docent, of Buda-Pesth.

THE ETIOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF
SCARLATINA.

THE adjourned meeting of the Edinburgh Medico-Chirur-
gical Society for the discussion of the above subject was
held on Wednesday evening, October 5th. The chair was
occupied by Professor Grainger Stewart, President of the
Society. Owing to the fact that the post-graduate courses
are now in progress, there was a large attendance of visitors
from a distance, in addition to the members of the Society.
The President having opened the meeting, and referred to
the discussion which took place in July, of which the present
proceedings were the continuation, called upon Mr. A. W.
Hare to read a second report now presented by the committee
appointed to investigate and report upon the recent Edin-
burgh Researches into the Etiology of Scarlatina. The text
of the report is as follows :-

SECOND INTERIM REPORT BY COMMITTEE.

Since submitting to the Society the preliminary report,
your committee have further prosecuted the investigation
of facts relating to Mr. Edington’s paper on the Nature of
the Contagium of Scarlet Fever. The committee have now
collected a considerable amount of evidence bearing on the
several points under consideration. White, however, the
facts before them are of considerable importance, they do
not as yet feel themselves in a position to present a final
report. The following is a summary of their work :-

1. Microscopical examznation of tlae blood.-Blood from
ten typical cases of scarlatina, on or before the third day o
the disease, was examined microscopically for the presence
of micro-organisms. In this part of the investigations
forty-four specimens were examined under the microscope.
with the result that in the blood of one patient bacilli and
micrococci were found, both in small numbers; in that of
two patients bacilli and micrococci were found, the former
in very small, the latter in moderate numbers; in that of
four patients micrococci alone were found; and in the
remaining three cases no micro-organisms could be detected,

2. Cultivation experiments with the blood -The blood was
taken from nine typical cases of the disease on or before the
third day. In four of these cases bacilli and micrococci
appeared in the culture material; in two micrococci alone;
and in three a negative result was obtained. It is worthy
of notice that the cases in which microscopic observation
failed to discover micro-organisms only in one instance
corresponded with those in which cultivation experiment
failed. So that, taking the nineteen observations together,
evidence of the existence of organisms was obtained in
thirteen; or, taking the series of ten cases to which those
observations refer, evidence of a positive nature was
obtained in nine of them. The committee are not yet in &

position to describe all these forms of microbes, but they
are at present engaged in the investigation of the nature o
the several organisms.

3. Cultivation experiments with desquamation. - One,,
typical case was examined with negative results.

4. Several experiments were performed on calves with
the " bacillus scarlatinas supplied by Mr. Edington. These-
consisted of an inoculation experiment by subcutaneou&
injection and scarification with this material, afeedingexperi-
ment with the same, and a combined feeding and inoculation
experiment. In each case the result was negative.

5. In conjunction with Professor MacFadyean of the Royal
Dick Veterinary College, to whom the thanks of the com-
mittee are due, three experiments were performed in which
it was attempted to induce scarlatina in calves by injecting
scarlatinal blood in two cases, and by feeding with desqua-
mated scales in the third. The materials were from typical
cases of the disease. These experiments also gave negative
results.

6. The committee feel waranted in expressing their belie ?
that the "bacillus scarlatinse" of Edington is not, as sug-
gested by some observers, the bacillus in eczema (Smith),
the bacillus butyris, or the bacillus subtilis. They have,
however, not yet been able to compare it with certain other
forms of bacillus which itis said to resemble-e.g., the "bacillus
epidermidis, the bacillus of acute rheumatism (Mantle), and
the bacillus found in the skin in erythema marginatum
(Mantle).

7. They believe that they have definitely ascertained the
fact that the micro-organism described by Mr. Edington
under the name of 11 streptococcus rubiginosus," is morpho"
logically identical with the "streptococcus scarlatina" of
Dr. Klein. The value of this identification is emphasised by
the facts as to inoculation experiments described by Mr.
Edington in a letter appended to this report.

In conclusion, your committee beg to state: (1) That they
find that an organism resembling that described by Mr,
Edington as "bacillus scarlatinae" is in a certain proportion
of cases present in the blood taken with due precautions
from scarlatinal patients. (2) That they believe that the
streptococcus scarlatinas of Klein is identical with the
streptococcus rubiginosus of Edington. (3) That they have
as yet failed to corroborate the conclusions arrived at by -ilfr.
Edington as to the pathogenetic value of the bacillus
scarlatinse.
The committee desire to obtain the sanction of the Society

to continue the investigation,particularly as regards (a) t]-o
morphology of the several organisms; (b) the susceptibility
of various animals to infection with scarlatinal blood and
with the various organisms; their investigations sa far
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having led them to doubt whether calves are susceptible to
the action of human scarlatinal poison. They have there-
fore to ask the sanction of the Society for such further ex-
penditure as this fresh line of experimentation may demand.
Subjoined is a letter, with enclosure, which has teen
received from Mr. Edington, to which reference was made
in the report and which the committee deem of such im-
portance as to place before the Society in extenso.

(Signed) T. GRAINGER STEWART, Convener.
JAMES CARMICHAEL.
G. SIMS WOODHEAD.
ROB. W. PHILIP.

. 

ARTHUR W. RARE.

. ADDENDUM.

[COPY.] .]

41, Great King-street, Edinburgh, October 3rd, 1887.
DEAR SlB,&mdash;I herewith send you a letter received by me

from Dr. Boswell Park, M.D., Professor of Surgery. Medical
Depaitmeiut, University of Buffalo, together with micro-
scopic preparations which accompanied it. The letter fully
explaius what they purport to be. Having carefully
examined them, I am unable to Eee any distinctive difference
in them from the bacillus which I have dtscribed, but I
have intimated to him that these preparations of them-
selves are not sufficient to evable me to say that they are
the same. You will, however, note that he states that
cultivations in different media correspond with those de-
scribed by me.
In response to your question as to my experimentation in

man with scarlatinal material, I beg to say that, having
inoculated a tube of gelatine with scarlatinal blood of the
fourth day, I was successful, after thirty-six hours’ incuba-
tioc, in getting a profuse cultivation of streptococcus rubi-
ginosus and diplococcus scarlatinse sanguinis ; and, having
emptied half of it into some fresh milk, it was drunk by
my brother. Three days later his blood, on being examined,
showed micrococci, which, being cultivated, showed that
the streptococcus rubiginosus was present. His tempera-
ture was carefully taken morning and evening for fourteen
days, but never showed the slightest pyrexial rise. I might
also state that he never has had scarlet fever. From this
fact I doubt very much the pathogenicity of this organism
in man, I am, dear Sir,

Yours respectfully,
(Signed) ALEXANDER EDINGTON.

Professor Grainger Stewart, M.D., Convener of Medico-
Chirurgical Society’s Committee for the Investi-

gation of the " Bacillus scarlatina;," &c.

[COPY.] Buffalo, Aug. 24th, 1887.
DEAR SiB,&mdash;We have been very much interested in your

papers on the Bacillus scarlatinas, in Nos. 1380 and 1388 of
the .MMAKM!/t7bMy’K<, especially so because we have
- for the past fifteen months been cultivating a bacillus which
seems to correspond with the one described by you. It was
taken from the blood of a case of scarlatina when the erup-
tion was well marked by puncturing the skin under due
antiseptic precautions. It has been cultivated on gelatine,
agar-agar, and potato, with the same characteristic growth
detailed in your articles, and has seemed to be a compara-
tively pure culture from the start. Just now we have a
beautiful potato cultivation undergoing the changes of
colour you describe. The mounted specimens accompany-
ing this letter were taken from it on the fifth and sixth days
respectively. We have had no time to make inoculation
experiments, or to study the bacillus carefully, and we are
anxious to know whether it really corresponds to the bacillus
lound by you. Respectfully yours,

(Signed) BOSWELL PARK, M.D.,
Prof. of Surgery, Med. Dept., University of Buffalo.

Alexander Edington, M.B., C.M.

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR AID TO SICK AND

WOUNDED IN WAR (British Red Cross Society) has received
from His Highness the Khedive of Egypt Bronze Stars in
favour of the following gentlemen for their services, under
the auspices of the Society, in aid of the sick and wounded
In the Egyptian Campaign 1884-5-6:&mdash;Egypt: Commissioner
John Smith Young, and Surgeon Edward Francis White.
Soudan : Commissioner Sir V. H. B. Kennett Barrington, and
Commissioner Sir Allen Young; Surgeons Chas. H. Newby,
’f. Edward Squire, F. C. H. Piggotr, and Richard Lake;
Proiessor Alexander Ogston.

HOSPITAL R&Eacute;UNIONS.

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.

THE annual dinner of the past and present students of
the above institution will take place on Friday, Oct. 14th,
at the Holborn Restaurant, at 7.30 P.M. Chairman: A.
Julius Pollock, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.P.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.
THE old students’ dinner took place at Limmer’s Hotel on

the 4th inst., at 7 P.M. W. Paul Swain, Esq., F.R.C.S., was
in the chair, and he was supported by a large number of the
medical staff and about eighty former students. The prin-
cipal toast-" King’s College and King’s College Hospital"-
was proposed by the Chairman and drunk with great
enthusiasm. His student days under Fergusson, Budd, Todd,
and Partridge were very ieelingly referred to, as well as
their successors-Beale, Henry Smith, and Wood,-who then
held junior appointments. Dr. Wace, the Principal of
King’s College and the chairman of the Committee of Manage-
ment of the hospital, in replying, pointed out that recently
great changes in the sanitary arrangements of the hos-
pital had been made, and that a new nursing school
had been instituted. Surgeon-Major Partridge replied for
the Services, whilst Dr. Playne, of Maidenhead, and Dr.
Buzzard responded for country and town friends respectively.
A very enjoyable evening was spent, and Dr. Hayes and Mr.
Rose, the honorary secretaries, were congratulated on its
success. 

___

LONDON HOSPITAL.

Tms dinner was held in the New Library of the Medical
College, and an opportunity was thus given to a large
number of old London Hospital men to inspect the very
handsome buildings that have taken the place of the old
College. The chair was taken by Sir Andrew Clark, Bart.
Nearly 200 friends and old students of the Hospital were
present, and among them were the members of the medical
staff, the lecturers at the College, the members of the College
Board, and the chairman (Mr. Carr-Gomm) and the
treasurer (Mr. T. H. Buxton) of the hospital. The guests
included Deputy Surgeon-General Harris, Surgeon-Major
Poole, Dr. Glover, Dr. Christie of Ealing, Dr. Robert Barnes,
and others. Sir Andrew Clark, in proposing the toast of
the evening, gave an account of the history of the College
from its commencement, and of its remarkable develop-
ment during the last few years. Mr. Treves proposed
the toast of "The Army and Navy," Mr. Buxton and
Mr. Corner those of the "Medical Staff " and of "The
Hospital." Dr. Stephen Mackenzie, to whose energies the
success of the dinner was largely due, proposed the toast of
" The Old Students." Among the other speakers were Mr.
Carr-Gomm, Mr. Couper, Dr. Sansom, Mr. Munro Scott, and
Mr. Openshaw.
The band of the Cold,,,tream Guards played a_selection of

music in the gallery during the evening.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.
A DINNER was held on October 3rd in the grand hall of

the Criterion, Mr. George P. Field, Dean of the Medical
School, in the chair. Considerably over two hundred gen-
tlemen were present, including Dr. Chambers, Dr. Downes,
Dr. Lawrence, Professor J. E. Morgan, Dr. J. D. Maurice,
Dr. Milner Moore, Surgeon-Major liyers, Dr. Platt, Dr. Owen
Roberts, Mr. Spencer Smith, Dr. Danford Thomas, Surgeon-
Major H. de Tatham, Mr. Worth, Dr. Handfield Jones, F.R.S.,
Sir Edward Sieveking, Dr. Broadbent, Dr. Cheadle, Dr. Lees,
Dr. Braxton Hicks, F.R.S., Mr. Norton, Mr. Page, Mr. Malcolm
Morris, &c. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts were given
by the Chairman. In proposing the toast of "Success to St.
Mary’s Hospital Medical School," Mr. Field referred to the
prosperous condition of the school and the steady progress it
had made; the new entries, which for 1883 numbered thirty,
had, during the four succeeding years, followed the satis-
factory gradation of forty, fifty, sixty, and seventy, irre-
spectively of many students who had entered for special


